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April 23, 1946

HMEMORANDOM T0 COLONEL HARRY CUNNINGHANM,
CENTRAL INTELLIGHNCE GROUP.

In compllance with your request, I confirm herewlth
a gtatement of my opinion as given before your Committens
on April 1l6.

The questlon directed mt me pertained to the walue of
the services extended to the State Department by the X-2
Branch of 83U, It did not pertain to the ST work of S5U.
It 1s my opinlon that X-2 has made and continues to make
valueble contributions to the work of the Department.
These services conslst in large part of the screening in
foreign countries of viss applicants and other persona who
claim te have the right to American passporta. While the
records maintalned by X-2 are of great value to us, the
officers in charge abroad alsc contribute substantially
to work whiech la of mutual value.

In ny opinion thils work should be contlnued, oither
by X=2 or FBI, &t lesat until such time aa the Departmsnt
1s In a position to staff its mlasions sbroad with the re-
qulred mumber of visa and pasaport officers.

The subject of the FBI work in the other American
republics, and in certein other Wey spots abroad, was alsao
dilscussed. The FBI hes done & splendld job end seems to
be particularly well equipped to handle security or counters
intelligence abroad. The experlence of the State Departe
ment wlth FBI activlities, especimlly in the other american
republics, loads me to endorse heartily the plan callinyg
for world wlde coverage by that organization. The FRI haa
indeed proven its worth in the forsign field.

Frederick B. Lyon
Dlrector, Office of Controla
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